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June 23, 2005
Contact: Barbara Koostra, director, Montana Museum of Art and Culture, (406) 243-2019.
UM MUSEUM PRESENTS PAINTINGS BY RENOWNED MODERN ARTISTS
MISSOULA The Montana Museum of Art and Culture at The University of Montana will soon
present paintings by two giants of the modern art world.
“Crow Dancer” by Franz Kline and “Composition II, 1943 ” by Arshile Gorky have
been temporarily loaned to UM by a private collector. They will be displayed June 30 through
Oct. 7 in the lobby of the UM President’s Office in Main Hall. The lobby is open to the public
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
“These paintings represent world-class art and artists, and we are grateful to the
anonymous donor who has again loaned such important works to (UM and the museum),” said
Barbara Koostra, director of the Montana Museum of Art and Culture. “We invite the general
public to learn from these major artists.”
Franz Kline (1910-1962) and Arshile Gorky (1904-1948) were members of the
predominantly American movement known as abstract expressionism. Characterized by
process-oriented improvisation and usually non-objective abstraction, abstract expressionism
was celebrated as the embodiment of individual freedom. As a movement, it elevated the
American art scene to a new level of international prominence in the wake of World War II.
Though part of the same general movement, Gorky and Kline came from two different
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points of reference as artists. Gorky led a life marked by personal tragedy and exile. Born in
Armenia, he fled genocide after watching his mother die of starvation and came to the United
States in 1920. He had no formal training as an artist but investigated impressionism and
surrealism to later arrive at the style he is now known for, a bridge between European abstract
surrealism and American abstract expressionism.
Kline, on the other hand, was born in Wilkes Barre, Penn., and studied art at Boston
University and Heatherly’s School of Fine Art in London. After an unsuccessful attempt to
gain British citizenship, he returned to the United States in 1939. Influenced by abstract
expressionist Willem de Kooning, Kline is known for large-scale abstract works that employ
thick, bold brushstrokes cutting across the picture plane.
The same anonymous donor also loaned UM another important work, Willem de
Kooning’s “Landscape of an Armchair,” which was displayed on campus during the summer
and fall of 2004.
For more information call (406) 243-2019 or visit http://www.umt.edu/partv/famus.
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